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Project Aim:
To understand the barriers faced by junior researchers in the UK HPC 

landscape



Project  Objectives

WP1: Techology

Assess technical 

readiness of current 

providers and 

identify the gaps to 

achieve a federated 

compute
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WP2: Community

Engage users via an 

exoplanet-themed 

hackathon and 

gather experience-

based feedback.



• Limited Availability

• Limited knowledge
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Exploring 
Current 
Barriers:
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How do we collect data?
Contacting the target audience directly through interviews and surveys



z

Collecting Data
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Hackathon

A chance to engage 

with a diverse set of 

audience with 

different background 

in one place 

Interview with 

Stakeholders

Engage users and 

managers of UK HPC 

clusters to review the 

current infrastructure



ExoHack III: 

London
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• Welcoming junior researchers to to 

collaborate on developing machine learning 

methods for characterising the atmospheres 

of planets beyond our solar system!

• A platform to engage with a diverse set of 

audience that we usually don’t get the reach 

to in one single place



ExoHack IV:

Groningen
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• Funder and organized by Kapteyn 

Computing Group, University of Groningen

• An opportunity to understand the 

perspective of non-UK researchers
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Intended Outcomes
Consolidated final report on the national federation roadmap 

specifically focused:

• Current HPC gaps to reach a federated compute system

• User stories from HPC users and providers



"A society grows great when people 
plant trees whose shade they know they 
shall never sit in"
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Thank You 
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